
 

   Feature article  

QUALITY ¥ ON TIME 

A True ICON 

If low light conditions are affecting the health of your turfgrass or you are 
looking for an aggressive turf that can repair itself quickly you should learn 
about a little-known niche grass that has amazing attributes in these 
regards. 

Known as ÒICONÓ, the turfgrass is a proprietary blend of Poa supina 
grasses which originates from Europe. The grasses are native to the 
higher elevations in the Alps and consequently behave quite differently 
than other varieties due to how they have evolved in this environment.  

Desc r ip t ion  

ICON, which can be loosely construed as a perennial cousin of Poa annua, is the most shade tolerant cool season turfgrass species available. In 
trials at Michigan State University and at La Plata in Buenos Aires Argentina, hundreds of different turfgrass species were assessed for shade 
tolerance. Only Diamond Zoysia, a warm season turfgrass, was deemed more shade tolerant than the cool season Icon.  

ICON turfgrass spreads by stolons both above and just below the surface, forming a very dense turf canopy that is very soft to the touch. Many 
people are attracted to the soft surface and claim that it is the best bare foot grass that they have ever experienced. 

App l ic a t ions 

ICONÕs amazing adaptation to shade makes the turfgrass suitable for those shady tee situations or indoor stadiums with translucent roofs. The 
turfgrass also adapts to a wide range of heights of cut: from .600 inches to two inches. However, these arenÕt its only attributes.  

Because ICONÕs genetic color is a lighter shade of green, often described as an apple green, it is suitable for defining lines when placed against 
darker color Bluegrasses. This contrast enables it to be used for applications such as target greens on driving ranges or baseball infields. Finally, 
its dense nature at lower heights makes it a great turf for baseball and soccer fields. The tight canopy leads to true ball bounces which 
professional athletes appreciate. 

Main t a in ing t he Tur f  

ICONÕs features are extraordinary, but its maintenance requirements are rather straightforward: water, fertilize with nitrogen and repeat. In fact, 
this grass responds exceptionally well to nitrogen with ever-higher rates of lateral growth. This makes it great for self-repair, but bad for thatch 
production, so planning for the control of thatch in the stand is essential.   

Another idiosyncrasy of the turf is drought intolerance and thereby requires mandatory irrigation and must be protected in the winter from snow 
mold.  Spring seedhead production and flowering is so intense that the turf appears to turn white. However, this phenomenon lasts for only one to 
two weeks in the spring as the plant puts all of its energy into producing its progeny. 

More t han Unique Ð an ICON 

ICON turfgrass has unique attributes (and a few idiosyncrasies) that make it a real performer in situations where traditionally it has been hard to 
use turfgrass.  So, if you have a desire to try something new and unusual, this turfgrass will probably surprise you with its ability to handle special 
applications Ð truly iconic. 
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